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GLOSSARY OF COMMON COMPUTER PORT CONNECTORS 
Port Connector Description Picture 

4 MiniDIN Female Used as the keyboard and mouse port on 
Macintosh computers.  

5 DIN Female Used as the keyboard port on IBM PC, 
XT, AT, and compatible computers. 

 
6 MiniDIN Female Used as the keyboard and mouse port on 

IBM PS/2 and compatible computers.  
8 MiniDIN Female Used as the communication port on 

Macintosh computers. Can be used to 
connect printers, modems, Appletalk 
networks, etc. 

 

DB9 Male Used as the serial port connector on IBM 
AT, PS/2 and compatible computers for 
connecting modems and other RS-232 
serial devices.  

High Density DB15 Female Used as the VGA or SVGA video 
connector on IBM, AT, PS/2 and 
compatible computers.  

DB15 Female Used as a joystick port on IBM, AT, PS/2 
and compatible computers. Used as the 
video connector on most Macintosh 
computers. 

 

DB25 Female Used as the parallel port connector on 
IBM, AT, PS/2 and compatible computers. 
Used as the SCSI connector on most 
Macintosh computers.  

DB25 Male Used as the serial port connector on older 
IBM, AT, PS/2 and compatible computers. 
For attaching modems and RS-232 serial 
peripherals.  

Centronics 50 Female Used as the external SCSI connector on 
older IBM-compatible SCSI controller 
cards. 

Half Pitch DB50 Female Used as the SCSI2 connector on many 
newer controller cards and Sun Sparc 
workstations.  

Half Pitch DB68 Female Used as the SCSI3 connector on most 
new controller cards and FastSCSI and 
WideSCSI drives.  

USB Type A Female Used to connect to Universal Serial Bus 
(USB) peripherals.  
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