Moving the Exchange Databases i1n Exchange 2000

Mark Fugatt

In this article | am going to walk you through the process of moving your Exchange 2000
databases to a different location.

For more information about the components of the Exchange 2000 Information Store | would
recommend you read Will Schmied's article The Exchange 2000 Database Structure.

When you install Exchange 2000 the default location for your databases and transaction log files
will be exchsrvr i MDBDATA. One of the main problems with this is the fact that the log files and
databases are located on the same physical drive. For disaster recovery purposes it is strongly
recommended that the databases be placed on a completely separate physical drive from the
transaction log files.

Moving the Transaction Log Files and System Files to a different location.
IMPORTANT: | would strongly recommend you perform a FULL backup of your Information Store
before attempting to alter the location of the transaction logs or databases. When altering the
location of these files, the Store(s) will be dismounted making them inaccessible to your users. The
move process can also take a considerable amount of time so you may what to schedule this
during non-business hours.

The Microsoft Exchange 2000 transaction Log files and System Path are per Storage Group, so it
is important to remember that altering the location of these files will dismount all the Stores in that
Storage Group during the move process. Once the move is completed, the Stores will be
remounted.

In the Exchange System Manager, locate the Storage Group that you would like to modify - in my
example (below) the server has only one Storage Group, this is the “First Storage Group”.

= ﬁ MNorthwind Traders Inc (Exchange)
+- 4 Global Settings
- (@] Recipients
= &5 servers
=5 LONDON
#-{_] Protocols
(-3 First Storage Group

Right click over the Storage Group and select “Properties”. The Properties dialogue box will now
be displayed.
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General | Details | Secuity |

21x]

[C:\Program Files\E xchsrvi\MDBDATA

System path location:

IE:\ngram Files\ExchsrviA\MDBDATA

Log file prefix:

|Em

I Zero out deleted database pages
™ Enable circular logging

Browse...
Browse... I

o]

Corcel_ |

| Hew |

On the General tab you will notice that you have the ability to specify a new location for the
“Transaction Logs” and “System Path”. It is recommended that when you alter the location for
these, you ensure that they are both pointing to the same location to keep them together but this is
not necessary. | am going to change the location of my transaction log files and the system path to

point to e:\exchlogs.

First Storage Group Properties

General | Detaits | Secuity |

21

[T Zero out deleted database pages
[~ Enable circular logging

0K Cancel Apply

Help
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Altering the Location of the EDB and STM Files
Each Store within your Exchange 2000 server has an EDB file and an STM file; we can alter the
location of these files on a Store by Store basis.

In Exchange System Manager locate the Store whose files you would like to move.

= ﬁ Northwind Traders Inc (Exchange)
[+ é] Global Settings
+- (@) Recipients
= %’g’ Servers
=5 LONDON
#-{_] Protocols
=1 (3¥ First Storage Group
&-¢£ Mailbox Store (LONDON)
(3P Public Folder Store (LONDON)

Right click over the Store and select “Properties”.

The Properties dialogue box for the Store will now be displayed.

2]
Details | Policies | Secuiity

Generl | Datsbase | Limts |  FullTextIndesing

Mailbox Store (LONDON)

Default public store:
[DON\First Starage Group\Public Folder Store (LONDON Browse... |
Offline address list:

IDefadt Offfine Address List Browse... |

™ Archive all messages sent or received by mailboxes on this store

[V Clients support S/MIME signatures
™ Display plain text messages in a fized-sized font

Browse.

| 0K I Cancel Soply Help
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Select the “Database” tab. You will now notice that we have the ability to alter the location for the
“Exchange Database” which is the EDB file, and the “Exchange Streaming Database” which is the
STM file. 1 would recommend that when you move these, you move both of them to the same
location for the same reason recommended above. For this example | will move both of my
databases to h:\exchDB.

Mailbox Store (LONDON) Properties I 21 x|

Details | Policies | Security
General Datsbase | Limts |  Full-TextIndesing

Exchangedatabase,

H:AExchDB\privl.edb

E:;chame‘streuﬁng.@labase:

H:AExchDBpriv1.stm

Maintenance interval:

[Run daily from 2:00 AM to 6:00 AM ~|  Customize... |
™ Do not mount ihis store at start-up

[T This database can be overwitten by a restore

0K Cancel Apply Help

Once again it is important to remember that during the move process the Store will be dismounted
and users who have mailboxes in that Store will be unable to access their email until the Store has
been remounted.
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